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WOMEN’S WORK AND WAGES. 


By Mary R. Lacey. 

[Assistant Secretary Needlewomen's Co-operative Association. ] 
Tue miserable pay of needlewomen has been a commonplace 
among philanthropists for years, and efforts are being con- 
stantly made to remedy the evil ; yet still it goes on. 
People talk about sweaters, and cry shame on the sellers of 

ly-made clothing for their senseless competition, which 
does no good to themselves and injures the workers. But 
there are worse sinners than sweaters and shopkeepers, 
sinners whose crime is unconscious, and committed in all 
tenderness and charity, yet it is none the less cruel in its 
effects. 

These are the various charitable institutions, homes, 
penitentiaries, convents, and the like, which do work at 
prices so low that a woman earning her living by it would 
starve on the pay—-prives often lower than are asked in the 
cheap shops supplied by sweaters. They can afford to do 
this, because the workers are lodged, clothed, and fed by 
voluntary contributions, and any, even the smallest, increase 
on the cost of materials is so much clear profit. They think 
it right to do this, because the voluntary contributions 
are sometimes hard to get, and there is justice in the argu- 
ment that the women should do what they can towards 
their own support. They think it no shame to undersell 
the people outside, because it is for a “charitable object.” 
Then there are the other sinners who buy the cheap clothing 
sold at these places, in all honesty believing that they are 
doing a charitable thing, as the sellers honestly believe their 
conduct is justifiable. 

It is well sometimes to look at these facts in the light of 
dry economics. Such a vi supply as can be turned 
out from the many Charitable Institutions of the United 
Kingdom cannot possibly be thrown on the market without 
Valk a sensible effect on the market price. The 
ordinary business buyer will not give a higher price for an 
article which he can get for a lower. Those who might be 
willing to do so, the benevolent, are just the very people to 
be drawn away from the ordinary market to “ charitable ” 
sale-rooms. Is it rising that prices fall? And if prices 
fall, wages must follow. W: must be limited, in the 
long run, by the value of the product of labour. If any cause 
tends to depress this value, wages must tend to fall. 

I am working in the office of a society whose general 
object is to raise the condition of needlewomen. Women 
are employed in the carrying out of private orders at a rate 
of pay as high as the present market price of needlework 
makes possible. Yet not a fifth of the employés, only 
those who do the very best work, earn enough to enable them 
to get the decencies of life by their wages alone, and those 
who are entirely dependent on their wages do not get the 
decencjes of life. It would be impossible to give them 
more ; as it is, our prices are sometimes called high. 

Many ple’s consciences would not let them buy 
cheap clothing at the cost of the semi-starvation of the 
seamstress, but when they see the inmates of a home com- 
fortably clothed and housed and fed, they feel no sting 
of reproach at paying starvation prices for their work. 
It is because they will not look far enough. 

These particular workers do not suffer, but the others 
do, who are struggling for existence in the world out- 
side. By all means let the homes do the work, and sell 
it, but let them sell it at as high a price as other people. 

Nowhere, perhaps, is the grim irony of the situation more 
apparent to people who will think than in the penitentiaries. 
Everyone with the smallest experience of “rescue” work 
knows that, in perhaps the majority of cases, the outcasts 
reach their miserable life, or at least are kept there, through 
the difficulty, the almost mipossibility, of earning a decent 
living by honest means. Nothing does more to produce 
this difficulty than the underpay of needlewomen. And 
nothing does more to produce this underpay than the under- 
selling of independent work by the penitentiaries. Here is 
@ vicious circle indeed. Hundreds, thousands of pounds 
subscribed by benevolent people, the best energies of the 
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rescued ; while, by the action of the very same agencies, the 
pay of honest work is lowered, and ‘the very people who, 
with infinite pain and love and yearning, lift one here and 
there from the mire, unconsciously help to crush hundreds 
into it. 

Is not the difference, as Mr. Ruskin says, rather between 
kind and unkind than between meant and unmeant wrong ? 
What would it avail the managers of these institutions and 
the devoted women who work them, aye, and the benevolent 
people who buy the cheap clothing—what would it avail 
them to cry out, “ We did not mean it !” if all the maimed 
souls whom they have helped to wound could be arrayed 
before them? How is it that they can do this without 
meaning it? Because they don’t know, because they don’t 
think. But they can think and they édn learn. 

This is one of the greatest difficulties in the way of those 
who are trying to raise the condition of needlewomen. Yet 
if very great, it is surely the easiest to remove. These 
peo le have tender consciences and loving hearts, and are not 
ikely to throw back the sneer, am I my brother's keeper ? 
Their work proves it. Surely they have but to be startled 
into thinking, and the work is done. 


IF any vindication were n for the part which at 
present women of refinement and education feel constrained 
to take in Liberal politics, it would be found in the presence 
and speech of Lady Sandhurst at the Liberal meeting 
held in Victoria Hall, Hanley, on Thursday night. It is 
only the narrowest and most vulgar conception of politics 
which would prevent women from taking an interest and 
even an active part in what, rightly understood, is one of 
the elementary duties of citizenshi ip.— Staffordshire Sentinel. 


HOME RULE IN 1874. 
By E. 8. L. 


Norwirnstanpine the amount of attention given to Irish 
political statistics, we are not sure that the steady growth 
of the Home Rule movement has been thoroughly appre- 
ciated, or even followed, since its first development. Here 
are a few figures to which I should like to draw the 
attention of your readers. 

At the General Election of 1874 (the first under the new 
Ballot Act), Ireland returned 103 Members, of whom 57 were 
elected as Home Rulers or Nationalists. At the next 
General’ Election, in 1880, the movement was growing, 
and 63 constituencies returned Home Rulers, nearly two- 
thirds of the representatives in fact, and Mr. Parnell was 
their chosen leader. 

In 1885, when Household Suffrage was established in 
Ireland, the majority in favour of Home Rule increased 
considerably at the General Election, and 85 Home Rulers 


were returned. (See Note 1). 
The following table will put the case clearly :— 
Conservatives Total number Majority in 
and Liberals, or Home Mem vour of 
Liberal Unionists. Rulers. (See Note 9). Home Rule. 
1874 ... 46 es 57 eee 103 ea 11 
1880 ... 40 A 63 103 ‘ 23 
1885 ... 18 ae 85 eee 103 ave 67 : 
1886 ... 18 sae 85 suis 103 oa 67 
Under the Conservatives are included two Members for 
Dublin University. 


The conclusion to be drawn from the above statistics is 
that Mr. Gladstone must have been curefully watching 
political movement in Ireland, and that, in 1880, he clearly 
recognized the growing desire of the Irish people for 
National self-government. But after the election of 1885, 
when five-sixths of the representatives were returned 
very large majorities as Home Rulers, Mr Gladstone felt 
that the question had come within the range of practical 

litics, and that the wishes of the Irish nation should have 
immediate consideration. 

Nore 1.—The 86 Home Rule Members include Mr. T. P. O’Connor, 
who sits for the Scotland Division of Liverpool. 
—Th ber of representatives given to Ireland at the 
Ae was 105. = 1870 the boroughs of Cashel and ngewe 
disfranchised for bribery. This reduced the number of Irish 
representatives to 103. It was right enough to disfranchise 

Cashel and Sligo, but the seats ought to have been given to some 

other borough or county, and the number fixed at the Union 

ought to have been maintained. 


CO 


FACTS FOR LONDONERS. 
By Mrs. CoarLes MALLET 
III.—London Government. 


“Te careless Individualism which allowed the control of 
London’s riverside accommodation to pass uncontrolled into 


private hands has brought its own punishment.” 


The same remark is applicable to our whole chaotic mass 


of companies, corporations and vestries. Much of the ordinary 
work of a municipality, including the paving, lighting, 
watering and cleansing of the streets, the abatement of 
nuisances, the enforcement of the sanitary laws, the removal 
of dust, the construction and maintenance of local sewers, 
still remains in the hands of a congeries of obscure local 
boards, the 3,000 members of which, though nominally elected, 
are practically unknown, unchecked, unsupervised and 
unaudited. The duties neglected by these vestries and 
district boards are more important than those they attempt 
to perform. The Sanitary Acts which give authority to 
our vestries to condemn and close insanitary dwellings, to 
provide for the systematic registration, inspection and 
sanitation of all houses let in lodgings and tenements, to 
provide public libraries, baths, wash-houses, open spaces, 
seats for the weary, and other comforts and conveniences 
are not compulsory. The Vestry has power to make use of 
these Acts, but it also has power not to do so, until the 
citizens wake up to their responsibilities and compel it to 
take action. 

When, oh! when shall we learn that it is only our own short- 
sightedness and blindness which keep back the good things 
from us? We should be justly punished and we might 
let the matter be, if it were not for the fact 
that those who do see clearly are just the hapless ones 
who suffer while the rich man lives on in selfish ease, un- 
conscious, as is even the Philanthropist, of many of the 
most terrible evils. 

On every side we see waste. Money needed for the efficient 
carrying out of business and for the fair wage of labour is 
wasted in ruinous competition of one individual or one 
corporate unit against another. Immense profits accruing to 
the ownersof monopolies. Grinding poverty, long hours, cruelly 
hard labour, the reward of those who work the machinery 
by which these profits are ground out of enterprises which 
are the nat right of all the inhabitants of one city. 
Money breeding money, poverty breeding poverty, over- 
crowding on the increase, even the quiet resting place of 
the dead a matter for private speculation—the mortality in 
one overcrowded neighbourhood 70 per 1,000 in one year, 
as contrasted with a neighbouring region where it amounted 
to only 14 per 1,000. 

The average age at which the nobility, gentry, and pro- 
fessional classes in England and Wales die is 55 years; 
among the artisans of Lambeth it is 29 years. 

Eight children in every 100 die among the well-to-do 
classes ; 30 in every hundred in the poor districts. of 
London. 

These are some of the “ Facts” brought out into startling 
relief by the pamphlet before us. 

And if these things be so what is our duty in the matter ? 
We are eee | ilty if in the face of a system so full of 
inequality and of injustice we do not exert our influence and 
use our powers to the utmost to remedy it. Shall we let all 
this wrong, injustice, and waste continue, and make no 
effort? Let us first thoroughly master the facts which 
justify the motto on the outside of the pamphlet : 

‘6 Hell is a city much like London.”—Shelley. 

The various wune authorities of the metropolis had a 
total income in 1885-6 of £10,108,761, a revenue exceeding 
that of any British Colony and only surpassed by fourteen 
Empires and Kingdoms. We pay to the landlords every 
year, for permission to live in London, as much as the total 
outstanding cost of our schools, parks, drains, and magnificent 
street improvements. The voice of public opinion must 
pronounce. It must pot the alienation of the property 
of the Companies of London (of which property a sum 
amounting to £100,000 is spent in banquets alone), and in 
favour of securing the permanent application of a consider- 
moor Nes of the corporate income thence arising to 

purposes. Not the least noticeable feature about 
— very remarkable publication is perhaps this “fact,” that 
the com: 


piler or compilers have no peowntary interest what- 
ever in ite sale. 
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CANVASSING NOTES. 
By 8. 8. 


Tose of us who canvass women voters for local elections 
are accustomed to meet with certain troublesome and eccen- 
tric types, which though they form but a small, and let us 
hope diminishing‘ minority, nevertheless make an impression 
upon their visitors quite out of proportion to their number 
or importance. I have inmymind’s eyea coupleof intensely 
respectable electors, a mother and middle-aged daughter, 
upon whom I have ceased to waste valuable time. They are 
always to be found occupied with needlework near a good 
fire in their scrupulously neat parlour. They have 
not the smallest sympathy with the trouble of work- 
ing people, and the suggestion of a rate being laid for 
public education or a free library drives this flinty pair into 
the use of almost violent language. They would go out to 
vote against such expenditure of public money, otherwise 
they are of opinion—and express it plainly—that women 
have no concern with public affairs and had best stay at home. 
They are exasperating to their visitors, without bringing 
amusement, and the type, of which these women are the 
worst specimens I know, is by no means rare. 

Another more loquacious lady, also of high respectability, 
listens civilly to her visitor’s explanation of her errand, and 
then bursts into “Well, I'll tell you what I’ve promised to 
do, and that is, vote for Mr. Blank” (the candidate 
her canvasser is opposing), “ and nothing shall make me 
break my‘promise. J don’t care whether they are bad men or 
good men who get into the Council, I shall have to pay my rates 
whoever gets in, but Mr. Blank has been kind tome and my 
boy and I won’t break my promise.” After this has been 
repeated several times with variations, the unhappy can- 
vasser abandons her intended lecture on the meaning and 
privilege of the vote, and with an assurance that nobody asks 
for the breaking of the promise, departs. 

A curious customer, “respectable,” isa spinster re- 
ported to dosomething small in the literary line. After 
reconnoitring her two visitors through the blind, she answers 
their second ring in person, and assuming a defensive 
attitude in her doorway, addresses them venomously as 
follows : 

“It is not myhabit to promise my vote. AndI only re- 
ceive personal friends at calling hours !” 

Canvassers know how refreshing after such experiences of 
“ respectability” isa real working-people’s street, where the 
hearty welcome and cheering response we receive drives out 
of our mind the flinty Philistinism of some spinsters and 
widows of a superior class. 


THE LAW OF EQUALITY. 
To THE Eprror or “THE Women’s GAZETTE.” 


I am commanded by valued friends to write, by return 
of post, a few lines for the Editoress of the Women’s 
Gazette. True, itis a simple request to me to do so; but 
then such requests are like Her Majesty’s, of the nature of 
commands—not to be disregarded without disloyalty, for 
which no form of expiation is known. 

Not much can be said in the ten minutes allotted to me, 
but there is peradventure an advantage in that. Lord Bacon 
says “ Short speeches fly about like darts, and are thought 
to be shot out of secret intentions; but as for long 
discourses they are flat things, and not so much to be 
noted.” No doubt that eminent authority would accord the 
same praise of short articles. 

When I first began to advocate the political equality of 
women, long before John Stuart Mill wrote his famous book 
thereupon, I induced a German thinker—whose name was 
in the mouth of every Court in Europe—to deliver a lecture 
in London. His concluding words I remember to this day 
—for their application is as relevant as when they were first 
spoken. He said “ There will neither be equality nor justice 
so long as they who labour are poorer than those who 
govern.” It is not less true that there will never be 
equality or justice for women so long as they are politically 
poorer than man. 

GrorcE JacoB HOLYOAKE. 


Lord Tennyson’snew poem is announced for December 13th. 
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IRELAND. 


Canon Ketier’s parish of Youghal has completed its col- 
lection for the Tenants’ Defence Fund, and the sum realised 
reaches the splendid figure of £250. : 

United I gives the following amusing account of an 
attempted sale at a local fair of cattle from derelict farms :— 

ents were made for the reception and sale of some 
lots of boycotted cattle from evicted farms. The place was 
filled with police. Policemen in uniform were detailed off to 
protect them ; policemen in plain clothes, not less palpably 
and unmistakably policemen, were to play the réle of cattle- 
jobbers and to help the sale by bogus bidding. Above all, 
the police were enjoined to keep their eyes on two young 
farmers from the evicted farms, champions of the Gaelic 
Athletic Association, who had made their appearance 
in the town. Early in the morning the cattle en- 
tered the fair, as it were, tncog., with the police 
in plain clothes grouped artistically around them. It 
very soon became apparent that the public appreciated the 
situation. The amateur cattle-dealers were allowed to do 
all the buying and selling themselves, with the stiffness of a 
drill exercise round the boycotted cattle, while such of the 
public as could spare timelooked on highly amused. Mean- 
while the two young farmers already mentioned, knowing 
that the bashful cattle needed no further introduction from 
them to the people, prepared an exhilarating little treat for 
the members of the constabulary. They were not slow to 
observe that all day they had been kept in view by a couple 
of the pglice. Onthishint they acted. They retired to the 
house of a neighbour and divested themselves of every 
stitch of clothes except coat, breeches, and boots. Mean- 
while the escort waited faithfully at the front and back doors. 
The farmers, reappearing, took them an airing, once, twice, 
three times, up and down through the centre of the fair, 
gradually increasing the until it developed into a walking 
match—a match in which the police, heavily handicapped 
with knapsack and rifle, had decidedly the worst of it. All 
of a sudden the farmers broke into a swift run, here, there, 
and everywhere, in and out through the fair, while the 
wretched constables, whose instructions were to keep their 
eyes on them at all costs, laboured frantically in the rear. All 
businessin the fair wassuspended tosee the fun. Shouts of en- 
couragement and roars of laughter filled the air,and the public 
respect was, we may take it, largely increased by this mag- 
nificent exhibition of the dignified administration of the law. 
Suddenly the farmers would stop short in full career, and the 
two policemen would shoot past them or almost fall on their 
faces in the effort to check their mad career. Then their 
tormentors would take them fora leisurely stroll along an 
avenue of grinning faces, to suddenly break out in a swift 
run once more when the humour seized them. At last the 
absurdity of the situation dawned on the District-Inspector, 
and he called in his dogsfrom the chase. The boycotted 
cattle were not sold at the fair, but we fear the same thing 
cannot be said with truth of the police in charge. 

No Parist Neep Appty.—Last week an advertisement 
appeared in the papers inviting applications for the post of 
Town Clerk and Executive Sanitary Officer for the Township 
of Killiney and Ballybrack. Particulars, it was added, would 
be obtained on application in writing to “the Chairman of 
Town Commissioners, Laragh, Killiney, county Dublin.” We 
have before us the response which such an application 
evoked :— 

“‘ Sir—Before sending you particulars, I will thank you 
to fillin the accompanying query sheet, and return it to 

“ Captain E. P. Stewart, 


“ Laragh, Killiney 
“ Nov., 14, 1889.” 


The query sheet required details as to the applicant’s name, 
address, age, present occupation, religion, references, and a 
statement whether he is married or single. The Chairman 
of the Killiney and Ballybrack Commissioners will not even 
send “ particulars ” respecting a clerkship to an applicant 
until he knows what is the man’s religion. A more infamous 
sample of rabid bigotry we have rarely met. The appoint- 
ment is a public one, the salary attaching to it is paid by the 
public irrespective of creed, and the chairman—chosen by 
his fellows and, we suppose, rightly certain of their approval 
—makes a religious test to be one of the preliminaries to 
supplying a candidate with any information. The cool 
audacity of the proceeding, sixty years after the passing of 
the Act of Emancipation, is enough to take away ones 
breath.—Freemun’s Journal. . 


How APPOINTMENTS ARE Maps at Dusiin Castiz.—The 
Star publishes an instructive fac-simile letter which is cal- 
ov to cause a flutter at the Four Courts. It runs as 

‘ollows:— 


“ Guards’ Club, 14-11-89. 
“My Dear Wyndham,—I am exceedingly obliged to you f 
your two notes about the Crown Prosecutorship in Dublin, 


and your promise of support for my friend Ronan.—Yours, 
&c., JAMES MaaI.u.” 


“My friend Ronan” is an Irish barrister who has done a 
great deal of hack-work for the Government and Dr. 
is Surgeon-Major to the Coldstream Guards. Itis thought 
robable that the Crown Prosecutorship, which Mr. Ronan 
is desirous of obtaining, will become vacant in consequence 
of the promotion of the Attorney-General tothe Bench, and 
the advancement of Mr. Atkinson to the Solicitor-General- 
ship. The fact that “My dear Wyndham,” Mr. Balfour's 
, should be the fountain head of pat at the 
Castle sheds a flood of light on the manner in which the busi- 
ness of the Executive is now administered. The disclosure 
of this letter will also probably be a revelation to Mr. 
Ronan’s political allies at the Four Courts, who may possibly 
not relish the idea that a doctor in the Coldstream Guards 
should have a voice in determining the bestowal of legal 
patronage in Ireland.—Freeman’s Journal. 


Sauce FoR THE GaNDER.—Sir Joseph M’Kenna read 
some very interesting letters in the Land Courts recently 
from Mr. Henry MacDougall, who acts as Receiver on his 
Cork Estates. Here isan extract that must be pleasant read- 
ing for the landlords: “I know all your tenants are a bad 
lot, and, I believe, only want an excuse to join the Plan of 
Campaign, and no landlord is able to fight it. I have had 
to do with it on an estate where there were two thousand 
tenants, and J know what it is. To fight it would cost half 
the fee-simple, and that is not good enough. . . ._ If 
you had plenty of money at your back I would not funk 
fight. I would clear all, or make all pay every shilling due 
by law, and let the farms be idle for five years. Thew im- 
terest is aboutequal to your own. They cannot afford to lie idle 
and watch lands for five years, and you can likely before 
then get a good tenant and sell tohim.” The only mistake 
in Mr. MacDougall’s calculations is that such tenants can 
now afford to live idle for five or ten years, thanks to the 
Tenants’ Defence Association. 


IRISH INDUSTRIES. 


To tHe Eprtor or “ THe Women’s Gazerre.” 


Dear Madam,—At St. Mary’s, Dunmanway, Co. Cork, 
is a convent of the Sisters of Mercy, whose head is Sister 
M. Blundell. Both within and without the Convent these 
ladies do good—that goes without saying—and they teach 
their pupils and poor neighbours that blessed art, Self- 
Help. A recent enterprise, that of collecting blackberries 
and shipping them to Liverpool, which promised to be a 
success, has not proved one on account of the low prices 
realised. The convent has therefore suffered, and we know 
that no one in so impoverished a country as Ireland can 
afford to suffer. But I am not appealing for pecuniary aid, 
though I would state that the Sisters are glad to receive 
old clothing, women’s, men’s, and children’s. All sorts of 
odd scraps, even the smallest, are also welcome, and are 
made into mats, dc. 

The girl pupils knit a variety of woollen things, children’s 
frocks, jackets, &c., women’s skirts, and so forth. But as 
the pupils are many and the neighbourhood poor, they 
produce faster than they can sell; and the Sisters want 
that fact to be known beyond the limits of Dunmanway. 
In a letter recently received, Sister Blundell says: “ Do 
you think if we were to havea variety of things made, there 
would be any chance of getting them sold ?” 

Christmas is not far off, when knitted woollen knick- 
knacks are of use both to wear and to give away. If, there- 
fore, through the medium of the Women’s Gazette, you 
would kindly make the above wants known, some of your 
readers might take the hint, and help the good Sisters and 
their pupils in a very practical manner. 

Faithfully yours, 
ELEANOR C. FELLows. 
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ABOUT BOOKS. 


Lovers or Ruskin will be glad to hear that we are 
promised cheaper editions (7s. 6d.each) of his “ Ariadne 
Florentina,” lectures on engraving; “ Aratra Pentetici,” 
lectures on sculpture ; and of his “ Seven Lamps of Archi- 


Mr. R. F. Hattwarp’s “ Flowers of Paradise” (Macmillan 
and Oo., 6s.) ought to find many — He has 
evidently taken Blake as his model, for the verse, design, 
illustration,and music are all by the author, The decorative 
designs are beautiful, the verses pretty, the music tuneful 
and melodious. The language is occasionally too colloquial, 
and the figure drawing not always successful, but the whole 
oe so many elements of novelty and originality that 

t should form a welcome Christmas gift. 

Tae Exizapernan Lirerary Society now holding its 
sixth session at Toynbee Hall, sleeire. is a hopeful 
sign of the times. It would seem that e East En has 
more care for our older literature than the highly cultivated 
West End. The poet Rogers said that whenever a new 
book came out he always made a point of ing an old 
one. In our eager hurry to be abreast of the times, we 
anxiously rush to the circulating libraries for the last new 
book of the hour, and are apt to plead want of time as a 
reason for our neglect of those great writers of the 
whose reputations were not due to Mr. Mudie. Publishers 
constantly tell us that in the present day good literature 
does not sell—science excepted ; it is therefore refreshing to 
learn that some appreciation of it still lingers in least 
likely quarters. The Society meets for reading every 
Sunday and on alternate Thursdays, and the members are 
now studying Sidney’s “ Defence of Poetry.” Well-known 
writers on Elizabethan literature read papers before the 
Society once a month, and among the names we notice 
Miss Grace Latham, Mr. A. H. Bullen, Mr. E, Gosse, Mr. 
J. A. Symonds, and Professor Dowden, Men and women are 
equally welcome as members. Mr. F. Rogers, the vice- 
president (62, Nicholas Street, E.), will be glad to enrol 
names of new ones. It is interesting to note that the idea 
of a memorial to the dramatist Marlow was originated by 
the members of this Society. 

“THe Hansa Towns,” by Helen Zimmern (Fisher 
Unwin). This is a capitally written account of a deeply 
interesting, though to the general public, perhaps, a little 
known chapter of history. The influence of the great 
trading alliance of the Hanseatic League on European 
history can hardly be over-estimated. Miss Zimmern has 
done her work with the greatest care and completeness. 
The volume forms one of the series of “The Story of the 
Nations,” and contains a map and many illustrations. 

“ A GuieE To District Nurszs,” by Mrs. Dacre Craven 
(Macmillan and Co.). This capital little manual has been 
written at the request of the trustees of the Queen’s Jubilee 
Fund for the use of the nurses of the Queen Victoria Jubilee 
Institute. The book will be found useful, not only to district 
nurses, but to all who have care of the sick, especially among 
the poorer classes. Mrs. Craven’s wide experience in all the 
hospitals of Europe, and on the battlefield, make her sugges- 
tions of the utmost value. The arrangement of the sick 
room, ventilation, cleanliness, how to extemporize almost 
every necessary for the sick out of materials to be found in 
the poorest home, invalid cookery, the treatment of infectious 
cases are set forth in a clear and simple style. The book 
should be in the hands of every working woman. 

‘‘ CHRONICLES OF A HEALTH Resort,” by A. Helder (Fisher 
Unwin), is a commonplace story of rather vulgar people. 
It is not very well constructed, though some of the episodes 
are sufficiently amusing and the heroine is lovable. Of the 
English style the less said the better. 

‘““ WHEN Mortuer was Litttz,” by 8. P. Yorke (Fisher 
Unwin). This book will no doubt be a favourite with our 
little ones, who always find it most delightful to hear what 
mother did when she wasa little girl. It is brightly and 
simply written, and the story of the celandines is particularly 

retty. 

: Sr. NuicHotas, for young folks, conducted by Mary 
Mapes Dodge (Fisher Unwin), is a capital magazine for 
boys and girls. It contains a great variety of matter and 
is beautifully illustrated. For the December number Mrs. 
Richmond Ritchie (Miss Thackeray) has written a paper on 
“The Boyhood of Thackeray,” with portraits and fac simile 
letters. Children of the present day are indeed well off in 
respect of the literature provided for them. E. L. 


ABOUT WOMEN'S WORK. 


Tue discussion at the weekly meeting of the Balloon 
Society, on the 22nd, was on Trades’ Unionism for Women. 
Miss May E. Abraham read a paper, written by Lady 
Dilke, which led ‘to a good discussion. Mr. W. G. Osborn, 
of the London County Council, took the chair. Lady Dilke 
pointed out the wholesome influence Trades’ Unions exert 
on their members, especially in the case of young girls.“There 
is no greater source of mischief with girls than long periods 
of ‘out of work ;’ they demoralize men; they ruin young 
women.” After some opposition as to the desirability of 
forming Women’s Unions, Miss Abraham gave a bright and 
incisive reply, and the feeling of the meeting was decidedly 
in her favour. 

TuHE strike in Leeds has led Se ee ion 
as to the justice of charging the workers for steam power. 
The pressure of public opinion has been so great that many 
employers are doing away with it, and Mr. Cobb, the head 
of the firm where the strike has occurred, has himself 
abolished it, although he has reduced the prices 7 ki r cent. 
in consequence. The strike is still continuing, although a 
few more of the girls have deserted and returned to work. 

THE supporters of the practice of charging the workers 
for materials for their work justify it on the ground that 
the girls were formerly careless in the use of them. It isa 
system by which employers might make considerable profit, 
as they oblige the women to purchase the materials at the 
factory. This is no doubt peanreer sf as they must protect 
themselves against inferior ials being used, but under 
those circumstances it seems the better plan for the 
employers to provide them. 

Tue Bristol Strike Fund Committee have issued a second 
urgent appeal for funds. 

An effort has been made to organise the rope makers in 
the East End, a very difficult class to reach. Miss 
Clementina Black has been addressing the women at their 
factories, and says that she finds they take up the subject 
quite intelli ly and earnestly. 

THe disclosures made as to the defective sanitary 
arrangements of Board Schools is a serious matter. Now 
the facts are made public, it is to be hoped that when 
further buildings are erected more care will be taken to see 
that the buildings are sanitarily perfect and the building 
contract fairly and honestly carried out. 

Tue London Needlework Guild held an exhibition of their 
work at the City Guild Institute, in South Kensington. 
The Association distributes clothing of every description 
among hospitals, homes, and poor parishes. Whether this 
form of charity is really advantageous to the community 
many will question. 

SWEDEN seems now to be the country where the greatest 
liberty is accorded to women. Many employments are open 
to women there, which, in other countries, are usually 
reserved for men—notably, that of clerks in banks. It is 
quite common there for women to act in this capacity, and it 
is no doubt work they are quite fitted for. Every Swedish 
girl not born to wealth, is taught a trade or business of 
some kind, and this must give her an improved position in 
the labour market. 

A MEETING was held on Saturday to bring before the 
matchbox makers of Shoreditch the advantages of a Trades’ 
Union. The Vicar of Holy Trinity Church, the Rev. 
Osborne Jay, was kind enough to lend his hall for the 
purpese, and also to preside at the meeting. Lady Dilke 
and Mr. Pickersgill, M.P., spoke, as well as one or two 
secretaries of Unions. Lady Dilke gave an interesting 
account of the work done in Dundee, and the successful 
Union there, 5,000 strong. In a manner she put 
before her hearers the advantages of Women’s Unions, at 
the same time explaining how they were formed. Mr. 
Pickersgill, M.P., gave instances of the low pay women 


_ received in various trades, and the terrible numbers of hours 


they were forced to work, proving in this way that there 
was great need for Unions, of which he expressed himself 
strongly in favour, He urged the women to form a Union, 
and afterwards they seemed ready to follow his advice. 
Many members of the Committee of the Women’s Trades’ 
Union Provident League were present, all of whom went 
among the women after the meeting to take the names of 
those willing to join a Union, and nearly all the women 
workers present gave their names. On Saturday next a 
business meeting will be held at 7.0 p.m. at the same place. 
Eminig A. HoLyoakE. 
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CHIT CHAT. 


Miss Latimer’s in i which she delivered on 
the occasion of the welcome of Mr. Conybeare to Plymouth, 
has been reprinted in leaflet form at the request of friends. 

Some of the Women’s Liberal Associations print taking 
little programmes, giving the meetings arranged for the year 
or half year with dates, subjects, and ers. We may 
instance those of Birmingham, Hull, and Wolverhampton. 

Warwick and Leamington Women’s Liberal Association 
is doing a good deal in publishing leaflets. ‘“ Why women 
should support Home Rule,” by Mrs. Hills, is clearly and 
simply expressed with plenty of good arguments. 

Mr. JoszpH Rowntsee, of York, has written an admirable 

phlet on Municipal Elections. It has only been printed 
for private circulation, which is a pity, as it would be invalu- 
able to local workers. 

THe Evening Standard, one of the London Tory papers, 
is obliged toown that the Commission Court began to fill 
when it was known that Sir Henry James was near the end. 
They must have been woefully disappointed if they expected 
anything in his peroration. 

Mr. anp Mrs. GLADSTONE are 
for the coming session about the thi 
January next. 


ProFessor Stuart, M.P., has acceptedthe chairmanship 
of the London Muncipal Reform League, which was filled for 
so many years by the late Mr. Firth. Lord Ripon remains 
ice and Mr. Torr, L.C.C., Hon. Secretary of the 

e. 


to arrive in London 
week or the end of 


THE St James's Gazette is so hard up for matter to bri 
against the Liberals that it is suggesting that Mr. Dillon, 
M.P., and his colleagues spent part of the money subscribed 
in Australia upon themselves. This is very amusing to any, 
ae or Liberals or even Liberal-Unionists, who know Mr. 

on. 

A Lrserat Unionist, who hada short interview once with 


Mr. Dillon, said afterwards, “ I’ll never believe that that man 
ever meant to do wrong.” 


‘THREE Brave BuacksMirus” is the title of a capital 
rollicking little poem on boycotting by Mr. T. D. Sullivan 
M.P. It has recently been set to a very suitable and 
characteristic melody with chorus by Mr. W. 8. North, 
which has been published by Messrs Pohlmann and Co., 
Dublin. It would make a new and bright item for social 
evenings in the Women’s Liberal Associations. 


A Victim or Lanpiorpism.—Mrs. Mary Ryan, an evicted 
tenant at present confined in Limerick Female Prison, by 
order of Judge Munroe, for contempt of court, is reported 
seriously ill. She is being attended by Dr. Gelston, the 
prison surgeon. Mrs. Ryan was evicted from her holding 
near Pallas, county Limerick, by order of the Court of 
Chancery. On retaking ion after eviction she was 
imprisoned for twelve months for contempt of court. On 
her release she re-entered her former home, and was again 
attached. She has now served eight months of her second 
term of imprisonment, and her health has broken down 
under the prolonged confinement. 


‘In THOUGHTLAND AND DREAMLAND,” by Elsa d’Esterre- 
Keeling (Fisher Unwin) is a collection of cleverly written 
sketches on varied subjects. The writer's experiences have 
been gathered from many countries and often strike a 
pathetic note. Her love of Ireland, “That unhappy island 
in the west,” and her appreciation of the power of her own 
sex make a pleasant impression on us. But why write of 
Dr. Sam Johnson and Robin Herrick. Such familiarity 
reminds us of the school boy who, in an examination, wrote 
of “ Bobbie Burns.” 


PROSE AND VERSE: 


We rhyme on lesser things, 
A dying bird or rose ; 
But deep events 
We write in prose. 
And sentimental griefs, 
We rhyme on those ; 
But through long nights 
We think in prose. 


PRIZE CREED. 


We have awarded the prize offered f ionist Creed 
to Miss Korsert, of “ The Orchard,” Bette Pane 


THE Unionist Creep. 

ene cerh- oak (lermbsdom de the land, 

ieve that Hartington’s noble and d; 
I believe that O’Brien’s a sneak and a liar, ia 
I believe that McFadden should roast in a fire. 
I believe that the landlords on ground rent should fatten, 
I believe in the Bobby’s free use of the baton; 
I believe in the sugar that’s British and dear, 
I believe in the programme of Bible and Beer. 
I believe that the strike was invented abroad, 
I believe that the Plan of Campaign is a fraud ; 
I believe that Smith-Barry is quite in the right, 
And I hope he will win in his glorious fight ; 
I pray that the tenants may die in a gao 
Should eviction and cruelty prove no avail ; 
I believe that all tithes must be righteous and just, 
And that Welshmen deserve to be ground into dust. 
I believe that allotments are works of the devil 
And artizan dwellings mere dens for low revel ; 
I believe that the Dames of the Primrose are pure 
In their methods of work—in their facts very sure. 
I believe in sees juries, R.M.’s and coercion, 
I believe in Royal grants to prevent usurpation ; 
And I know I’m a Tory at heart by conversion. 


PRIZE OOMPETITION.—No. 2. 


Ir is proposed to offer a prize for the following com- 
petition :—The best description of a Game suitable for 
the fireside. In awarding the prize, the Prize Editor 
will consider the interest of the Game and also the 
clearness of the description, which must not exceed 
850 words. The game may be new or old, and may or 
may not require pencil and paper or other implements. 

All competitors to send in the Game, together with 
this paragraph appended, and sixpence in stamps. 
Full name and address must be given. Oompetition 
open till December 15th. The Prize Game will be 
printed in the Women’s Gazette, and the value of a 
Prize will be given according to the amount con- 
tributed by competitors. 

Address: Prize Editor of Women’s Gazette, 
5, Danes Inn, London, W.C. 


FIRESIDE TALES. — 


An Inrt1at MistakE.—Some little children attended a 
high school where the head mistress was careful to look 
through all the exercises and mark them with her initials 
“A.W.” One day one of them said in a very plaintive 
tone, “ Mother, we do all we can to get on and its 
no use. Even Miss White told us we were improving and 
we do try so hard. Yet our exercises are just as bad as 
they were at first.” : 

‘s How do you know they are ?” asked their mother. 

“Oh, we knew it for certain, because. Miss White puts on 
every one of them ‘ All Wrong.’” 

Last Worps.—A railway official fatally injured in an 
accident was carried a short time ago into one of the great 
hospitals. The comrade who brought him in and the ward 
Sister watched sadly at his bedside. Turning to the Sister, 
he said, “You must tell my missis very gently. She is 
delicate just now,” and then to the man, “Don’t let John 
get blamed for this. It wasn’t his fault.” The poor fellow 
died soon after without another word. 


A Sare Description.—A little girl had heard a 

deal of her mother’s W.L.A., and finding herself without 
companions of her own age during a long visit to her grand- 
parents, she amused herself by forming an Association in 
the servants’ hall. ‘ But a they a my aol 
asked d himself a Hartingtonian wi ean- 
ings. ech yes,” said the child, “we are all of a 
Rulers except the cat and the dogs, and we have put them 
down as ‘ Doubtfuls.’” 
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TO OUR READERS. 
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On Monday last the case of William Col! came 
before the Court for Crown Cases Reserved in Dublin. 
William Coll, as we all know too well, was sentenced 
at Maryborough to ten years’ penal servitude for the 
manslaughter of District Inspector Martin. It was 
considered by many persons present at the trial that 
Mr. Justice Gibson admitted illegal evidence to be 
given against the prisoner, and in such a case the 
law allows the convicted man to appeal to the higher 
authority of the Court in Dublin. William Coll has 
appealed, and last Monday we had the result. The 
Court consisted of eight Judges and, as the ninth, 
the same Mr. Justice Gibson who admitted the 
evidence complained of. So that in deciding whether 
Gibson had made a mistake Gibson himself was 
allowed to vote. The absurdity of this will be obvious 
to everyone possessedofcommon sense. Gibson should 
have been allowed to explain to the other Judges why 
he allowed the evidence objected to to be given, 
but he ought not to have voted on his own conduct. 
Is it likely he would have voted against himself? 
They might just as well have spared him the fatigue 
of attendance and counted his vote in favour of him- 
self as certain beforehand. If he admitted the 
evidence at Maryborough in October, was he likely to 
reject it in Dublin in November? These are the 


absurdities which make practical men and women 
disgusted with the administration of the law. 

Ir we put aside Mr. Justice Gibson we find that the 
Dublin Judges were equally divided. Four of them 
thought Coll legally convicted, and four of them, 
including the Lord Chief Justice Morris and Chief 
Baron Pallas, thought that his conviction was illegal. 


Four Irish Judges, including the two greatest in the 
country, are of opinion that at this moment Coll is 
entitled to be regarded as an innocent man until he is 
properly proved guilty. And yet because Mr. Justice 
Gibson chose to exercise his right of voting in his 
own favour, this young fellow is to be torn from his 
family and friends and is to suffer the torture of ten 
years’ penal servitude. Let any of us look back 
through the last ten years of life. Let us reckon up 
the friends we have gained in that time, and let us 
remember how many we have lost to whom we have 
bidden a last farewell. Let us think how we have 
increased our knowledge, how we have enjoyed our 
work and our pleasure, and what good or happiness 
we may have brought to those most dear to us. The 
iniquitous sentence against William Coll shuts him 
out from all such joys and sorrows for the long period 
of his sentence. It prevents him from being active 
and useful in his own parish where honest workers 
are sorely needed to help the half-starved peasantry. 
It locks him up in a miserable and unnatural solitude 
which we all feel in our hearts he does not deserve. 

We believe there is not a Liberal in the country who 
will not share Father McFadden’s deep grief at the 
confirmation of this sentence. But let us all remem- 
ber that William Coll in his lonely cell will not be 
forgotten during the next general election. There 
will be many tales of oppression and injustice to be 
recited by Liberal speakers when that time comes; 
but there will not be one more likely to stir the 
consciences of English electors than the story of 
William Coll. Accused of taking part in a fray 
caused by the dense stupidity of the police; 
tried in a Court hundreds of miles from his 
home and in a language not his own; condemned 
by a packed jury upon which not a single man 
of his own religion was permitted to sit, and upon 
evidence which the greatest judges in the land consider 
to be illegal; sentenced to a savage punishment by a 
Judge of known strong party feeling ; and finally re- 
judged by a Court where the deciding vote against him 
could only be got from the man who had previously 
sentenced him. How will such astory affect the English 
electors ? Will they consider these proceedings honour- 
able to the Empire of which so-called Unionists are so 
fond of talking ? We think not. We believe that facts 
such as these told by honest men and women throughout 
the length and breadth of the Kingdom will send the 
voters to the poll witha burning desire that justice 
shall be done, and will result in returning such an over- 
whelming Liberal majority to the House of Commons 
as our great chief, Mr. Gladstone, even in his brilliant 
political career, has never before been called upon to 
lead. 


Evictions have been resumed on the Clanricarde 
Estate. ‘The sword has fallen at last on the head of 
Mr. M’Dermott, the largest tenant on the Estate, and 
the whole of his valuable property has been grabbed 
by the landlord. His grandfather rented 1,000 acres 
of rocky moorland into which a spade had never been 
put. Being a man of singular enterprise and industry 
the older M’Dermott laid the foundation of a 
prosperous farm, mill, and homestead, the capital 
value of which amounts to-day to at least £3,000. The 
present tenant is a man of equally tough fibre, and 
without hesitation threw in his lot with the poorer 
tenants on the Estate and elected to stand or fall with 
them in their struggle with their landlord. He has 
been expecting eviction daily for three months, and in 
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August cut his green corn and carted it away lest it 
should add something to Clanricarde’s purse. The 
agent did his best to tempt M’Dermott’s eleven sub- 
tenants to settle outside their head landlord on very 
favourable terms, but with oné consent they refused 
the splendid bribe. The most touching figure in this 
tragedy was that of M’Dermott’s mother, a noble old 
lady’ of over seventy, who never questioned for a 
moment where her duty and her honour lay. 


Tux Freeman’s Journal in describing the sad scene 
of the eviction, which was effected without any dis- 
turbance at daybreak one day last week, says :—On 
Mrs. M’Dermott, with her three daughters, driving off 
from the old home, which she entered a happy young 
bride just fifty years ago, she was loudly cheered by 
hundreds of her poor neighbours, who within the time 
had been the recipients of her bounty and the constant 
objects of her kindness and solicitude. Of all the 
evictions which have occurred within the last three 
years, at none has there been witnessed a nobler in- 
stance of heroism and self-sacrifice than that exhibited 
by the brave old lady as she took a last look at the 
comfortable home, where she spent a full half-century, 
marked by successful industry and domestic happiness. 
Fifty persons have been turned out of their homes as 
the result of this one blow from Clanricarde. 


Tue police and Emergency-men are getting tired of 
each other’s company. Some nights ago a police 
constable, on the Ponsonby Estate, came into the 
village of Killeagh with his head bound up and various 
other wounds, reported to be the result of falling out 
with one of the Emergency-men whom he had been 
told off to protect. The police are certainly getting 
fractious in regard to their duties. At an eviction at 
Seafield, co. Clare, the other day, the premises were 
found barricaded, and the bailiff’s brigade was greeted 
with a volley of bottles thrown from the inside, which 
hit nobody. The Sheriff called upon the police to 
arrest the persons who threw the bottles, but the 
sergeant refused, as he had not seen any one struck or 
assaulted. If the police adopt this attitude there will 
soon be an end to evictions. 


Tue Editor of Truth deserves the gratitude of all 
honest, clean-minded women, for his shrewd detection 
of the detestable practices of Mrs. Walter Smith, of 
Clifton, who undertakes the flogging and general 
discipline of so-called intractable girls. This exposure 
of her system is clear and complete; so clear and 
complete that surely some explanation is due to the 
public from some, at least, of the many well-known 
men and women who have lent her the influence of 
their names as references. Distinguished clergymen, 
medical men, naval and military officers, and women 
of rank have supported her, we may charitably hope, 
without full knowledge of her modus operandi, or of 
the circulars in which :he set it forth. But they are 
heavily punished already for their inconsiderate folly 
by the public ation in Truth of the full list of their 
names. 


OUR PAPER. 


A correspondent writes us that she orders two copies of 
the Women’s Gazette at her local railway bookstall. One is 
delivered to her on Saturday. The other lies on the stall 
for inspection by local Liberals. In country districts where 
our paper is not yet known this is an excellent plan. 
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LETTERS. 
From THE Ricut Hon. tHe Ear. OF 
Riaut Hon. James Sransreip, MP, 
James Stuart, M.P. 


To tHe Eprror or “THE Women’s Gazerre.” 


Dear Madam,—As there have been Very many sympa- 
thetic expressions from Branches of the Women’s Liberal 
Federation, as well as from individual friends, with refer- 
ence to Lady Aberdeen’s illness, I hope I may be allowed, 
through the Women’s Gazette, to convey an assurance of 
the appreciation of Lady Aberdeen and myself concerning 
these tokens of kindly thought ; and I am thankful to be 
able to report that her recovery has been most favourable ; 
but in order to ensure this being permanent our doctor 
enjoins continued rest and entire freedom from work for 
several months yet, 

I need hardly say that Lady Aberdeen feels this depriva- 
tion of taking her share of the work which should fall to 
her as President of the Executive Committee of W. L. ¥.3 
but this does not preclude her meanwhile from following 
with close attention all that is going on, and she rejoices to 
see the reports of the good work done for the Liberal 
cause by the various Branch Associations, as reported in 
the Women’s Gazette; and it may easily be believed therefore 
that she looks forward with special interest to reading 
accounts of the great Liberal gathering at Manchester 
next week, and that she confidently hopes that the meet- 
ings of the Women’s Liberal Federation may be most suc- 
cessful. 


I should like to be allowed also to take the opportunity 
of respectfully expressing my favourable opinion, which is 
heartily shared by Lady Aberdeen, fenidiog: the Women’s 
Gazette. 

My confident belief is that the r has before it a large 
and very useful future ; and with t ths assurance of sincere 
good wishes, 


ABERDEEN, THE 
» AND PROFESSOR 


I remain, 
Very faithfully yours, 
ABERD 
Haddo House, Aberdeen, 
November 26th, 1889. 


To THe Epiror or “THE Women’s Gazerre.” 


Dear Madam,—I have your paper of Nov. 16th before 
me, and I cannot refrain from writing you a few words of 
sincere congratulation upon the success which you have 
fully earned and have already realized. 

I need say nothing of the intense satisfaction with which 
I regard the advance of women along the whole line of 
industrial ee and of political and social work. You, 
at least, are fully aware of my thy in these respects. 
But I want to say how glad I is that the Women's Gazette, 
the organ of the Women’s Liberal Federation, is edited and 
managed by women, and is the property—ere long, I hope, 
to be the valuable property—of a Company, of which all the 

rs are women. 

This is as it shouldbe. This is, in my view, the true way 
to the vigorous and yet economical management and editing 
of your journal, whose success will in itself be of great 
service to every woman’s cause, and to every Liberal cause 
which commands the sympathies of women. 

The very look of your paper—though I not only look 
but read—speaks to an accustomed eye of trained, com- 
petent, and vigorous management. 

Each Liberal Federation Anniversary Meeting ought to 
increase your circulation, already more than doubled, and 
confirm your success. I heartily hope and confidently 
prophesy that the Manchester Meeting will set the example. 

Believe me, dear Madam 
Truly yours, 
James STANSFELD. 


Castle Hill, Rotherfield, 
November 26th, 1889. 


To THE Eprror or “ Tae Women’s Gazerrs.” 


I am for women taking an interest and an active part in 
politics of all kinds, and I have always been so; but at the 
present moment there seems to be a peculiar call for 
assistance, inasmuch as the objects to which legislation ig 
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obviously more and more likely to be directed are such as 
have to do with the social conditions of the people. Such 
questions as the better housing of the poor appeal to many 
women to whom a share in general politics might be even 
distasteful. Women are so much concerned in all that 
affects social and domestic life and comfort that her voice 
is needed to be heard by those who have to legislate in such 
matters. It is the part of those who have to legislate to 

y attention to the voice of women as an important factor. 

ut to be heard they must speak; and they must be able 
to speak with some sort of chance of being attended to. 
There is nothing which can give them such a chance more 
effectually than their taking an active part in assisting in 
the return of Liberal Candidates and thereby establishing 
a real claim on the attention of such Candidates. On the 
other hand there is in the Liberal party so far as I have 
observed a distinct want; namely, that of an adequate 
. agency for the distribution of literature—I mean for its 
distribution in such an efficient manner as may bring it into 
the hands of those who will read it and who ought to read 
it. People are far the best propagandists in a matter in 
which they have a strong personal interest ; and therefore it 
seems to me that Women’s Associations may in a special 
way help the cause of progress by the distribution of 
leaflets bearing on such social reforms as I have referred to. 

I am, yours faithfully, 


JamMEs STUART. 
London, November 25th, 1889. 


THE GRAND OLD MAN. 
[A Sonnet.] 


He stands a king amongst his fellow men, 

By nature’s high and royal prerogative ; 

And long as time endures, his name shall live 

Enthroned in grateful memory. Ah! when 

The world has wiser grown, and men can bear 

To look upon the light which blinds them now, 

The laurels will be placed on Gladstone’s brow 

By those who laid the cruel thornlets there. 

When Ireland stands beside us, glad and free, 

To share with us our glorious liberty— 

Forgetting all the sadness of the past— 

The greatness of his work shall then be known, 

The wisdom of his purpose fully shown, 

And all the world shall say “ Well done” at last. 
Bedford. H. P. H. 


Mrs. Cowen, President of the Nottingham W. L. A., and 
Mrs. Tom Bailey, President of the Southern Division of the 
Nottingham W. L. A., and Member of the Executive of 
the W. L. F., were returned on November 21st, at the 
head of the poll, as Liberal Members of the Nottingham 
School Board. Mrs. McCallan was the other woman 
standing. She wasa Church candidate, and was returned 
at the bottom of the poll. 


VENTNOR. 
[From Our Own CorREsPoNnDENT. | 


Ir will give your readers unfeigned satisfaction to learn 
that Ventnor, so long groaning under the domination of the 
Primrose Dames, has at length cast off the yoke and dared 
to organize a Women’s Liberal Association ! 

The leader of this crusade is Miss Malcolm Kerr, who, 
though a resident in London, and therefore in constant 
communication with the Liberal party, is also a householder 
in Ventnor. 

The Liberal ladies in the town and neighbourhood have 
nobly rallied round their chosen leader, an influential com- 
mittee has been appointed, and a house-to-house canvass 
organised, which is already producing results, which we 
fancy will slightly surprise our foes in the opposite camp. 

The Association held its inaugural meeting in August, 
when Miss Aubrey, of Croydon (specially sent down by the 
Women’s Federation) was the principal speaker. 


We understand that Lady Sandhurst has promised to 
visit the Isle of Wight early in January and give an address 
at the Albert Hall, Ventnor. All Island Liberals, who can 
do so, should make a point of attending this meeting, and 
Shereby showing their appreciation not only of Lady 
tandhurst, but of the Ventnor Women’s Liberal Association. 


A VISIT TO SOUTH AFRICA. 
LeorurE By Lapy F. CavenpisH. 


Tue large schoolroom at Baslow was recently crowded to 
hear a lecture by Lady Frederick Cavendish on “ Five 
Months in South Africa.” The chair was taken by the Rev. 
J. Stockdale, M.A. Lady Edward Cavendish was present. 
Lady Frederick was able by the aid of maps, which had 
been provided by Dr. Wrench, to illustrate her lecture, and 
not only conveyed to her audience an excellent idea of the 
country, its peoples, its climate, and its advantages, but 
also gave much valuable information on the results of 
English rule there. 

Lady Frederick Cavendish, who was received with 
much enthusiasm, said it had been thought that it 
might interest them to have some account of her 
recent trip to South Africa, a land of the deepest 
interest and of the richest promise to all English 
people. In 1880 one of her clerical brothers, Albert 
Lyttelton, was ordered abroad for his health, and a long 
sea voyage being recommended, he went to the Cape. 
Hearing great praise of the pure dry air and pleasant 
climate of Bloemfontein, and of the Church work there in 
which he might take part, he settled down in that quiet 
little town, in the heart of the Orange Free State. They 

with him, as they hoped, for a year at most; but 

South Africa had got him, and meant to keep him. On the 
appointment of Bishop Bruce, an urgent appeal was made 
to her brother to go to Kimberley, the busy centre of the 
diamond fields; and, with the bishop’s approval, he went. 
Last year, with another brother, she set sail from South- 
ampton on September 6th to visit the Cape. They had 
had a most prosperous voyage, and she could not imagine a 
more excellent prescription for anyone tired out with 
worries, overwork, or trouble than this particular 
sea passage. To people who are proof against any 
capers the ship might cut, the voyage is intense rest 
and refreshment for mind and body. Cape Town 
was reached December 27, and on landing they were most 
kindly taken possession of by a smart young officer, son and 
aide-de-camp to Sir Hercules Robinson, the Governor, and 
hospitably received at Government House. At these head- 
quarters they learned much about South Africa, its past and 
present, and the brilliant prospects of its rapidly unfolding 
future. In many a walk and talk with the Governor, they 
learnt to understand the history of the last eight years, and 
to appreciate his strong, wise, and conciliatory policy. 
Coming to a few main points of the present South 
African position, she reminded them of the important 
position of the Cape Colony, and of the fact that it is a self- 
governing colony, and then remarked that formerly 
there was much bad feeling and jealousy between the 
two races, but that was fast giving way. One in- 
fluence working for peace was the fact that the Dutch 
and English, especially in the upper classes, were always 
ing each other ;and the English being the strongest 

race the admixture tended to Anglicise the Dutch rather 
than to Dutchify the English, They were, however, by no 
means the only European power in South Africa, as both 
the German and the Portuguese were there, the oneoccupy- 
ing a waterless desert, and the other an unhealthy swamp. 
A wonderful new story is unrolling itself in the Transvaal 
The name suggested painful memories, which, alas, had left 
behind them ill-feeling and bad blood between ourselves and 
these neighbours of ours. But since the Transvaal was 
handed back to its own Government in 1881 a mighty change 
had taken place. Instead of a poor, thinly-peopled 
country, occupied entirely by Boer farmers and their 
native servants, they now saw pouring into it 
by thousands a week English, Americans, and Germans 
—but English in great preponderance. Already the 
English far outnumbered the Dutch in their own land. 
In 1881 the proportion was 1,000 English to 8,000 Dutch ; 
it is now 8,000 Dutch to 30,000 English. The reason of 
this extraordinary state of things might be given in one 
word—gold! Some years ago Sir Hercules, on a visit to 
the Transvaal, camped on a site near the present town, of 
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Johannesberg, and remarked to two of his staff, “ If I were 
in Australia, I should say I was standing on a pee field,” so 
similar were the soil and the lie of the ground to the gold 

i of Australia with which he was familiar. He 
proved s true prophet, and on that very spot was now 
a great army of diggers and miners winning gold 
in ever increasing quantity. The Boers of the Free State 
and the Transvaal were quiet farming people, and gold 
mining was not at all in their line, They hated crowds, 
fuss, and excitement ; and so, instead of being first in the 
field with pickaxe and spade, they sold their land to 
strangers in great lots at high prices, and moved away in 


lig 


search of and quietness. President Kruger an 
anxious time of it. He had no quarrel with the 
English. If ever there was a ful invasion it 


was this invasion of miners. But at the same time it was a 
bewildering thing for a ruler to see the strangers out- 
numbering his own people by four to one, and at a constantly 
increasing rate. They would have noticed, very likely, some 
discussion about Swaziland, and they might expect to hear 
before long that it had been taken over by the Transvaal. 
Those excellent people who thought England, and only 
England, should be allowed to annex native territories will 
be in a dreadful state of mind. She would pre them 
beforehand. First, they must not believe what they would 
be told—that they were “ selling” the Swazis to the Boers. 
We could not sell what we did not own. The English and 
the Transvaal were bound by a Convention. Neither could 
annex Swaziland without the consent of the other, and 
neither could take it against the wish of the Swazi chiefs 
and people. Why, it might be asked, should either 
Power annex it when its independence had been 
guaranteed ? Simply because by the unwise pro- 
ceedings of its drunken savage king, now dead, things 
had reached a that made its continued independence 
impossible. e question now was which should take it 
over? To the English it was inaccessible; but if, with the 
assent of the natives, the Boers took it, it should be on the 
express understanding that the franchise should be granted 
to all Euro in Swaziland, and then it could not 
long be withheld from the English residents in the Transvaal. 
Thus, peaceably, would come about the transformation of 
the Transvaal into an Anglicised republic. Sooner or later 
the question of admitting the new settlers to political rights 
must inevitably arise, and they could only trust that it 
would be faced in the best spirit by all concerned. The lec- 
turer then proceeded to describe their journey from Cape 
Town to Kimberley, a distance of over 600 miles; gave an 
exceedingly amusing and interesting account of the 
home of her brother and its surroundings; described 
the appearance of the town of Kimberley ; and remarked 
that the moral and religious life of the place had about it 
much to lament over and much to be thankful for. Formid- 
able were the evils of a place created and kept going by 
diamond diggings. Money was the controlling force—the 
master and idol of the town; with it, it was easy for the 
most unscrupulous adventurer to shoulder his way into the 
very Assembly itself. Gambling, both at play and in the 
diamond market, and drink were frightful twin curses, and 
overshadowing all other events in extent, in demoralising 
effect upon both whites and blacks, and in apparent 
impossibility to cure, was the illicit diamond trade. The 
system was simply thieving on a large and elaborate scale, 
and in spite of a most rigid system of police a million’s 
worth of diamonds was said to be stolen every year. To 
counteract drunkenness a process had been adopted, known 
as “ compounding the natives.” They signed a contract for 
two or three months, by which, in return for good wages, 
ed paid, they consented to be locked up after work 

ours, in enclosed compounds, where they had all 
they could want except strong drink. The result had 
been admirable. Speaking of the provision which had 
been made to meet the spiritual wants of the people, 
Lady Frederick said that many denominations were 
active in the place, but the Church of England did the 
lion’s share of the religious works of Kimberley, and that 
with great earnestness and success. The Rector, Archdeacon 
Gaul, was an example of untiring work and of quick and 
loving sympathy. He had excellent schools, and his church 
was thronged. In the front row of the evils that afflicted 
Kimberley she was inclined to place what could only be 
described by the clumsy word Casualness. The whole place 
was casual. Its streets had no names; its houses had no 
stairs; its post took three days to deliver letters in the town ; 


its general appearance was that of a haphazard camp, turned 
from canvas qe corrugated iron; its cabmen were the last 
people to know where any place was to be found, and its 
oldest inhabitants had vague ideas as to the shortest way 
anywhere. The more serious side of the matter was that in 
“Casual City” there were the loosest notions of punctuality and 
of persevering effort. Drink, as she had said, wasa monster evil ; 
another was money greed, with the low tone which came of it. 
Health and peace of mind or body, religious duties, family 
life, all were too often sacrificed. Lady F. Cavendish next 
gave an interesting account of a short visit to Bloemfontein, 
and spoke of the great need there was for additional railway 
accommodation in that direction. It was with pleasure 
that she had just seen that the first sod had been turned of 
a Natal-Transvaal railway, which was a cheering proof of 
good feeling between the two countries. On January 16th, 
with her brother, her ladyship left Kimberley. Her good- 
bye, she said, was a sad wrench, for the place had endeared 
itself to her, and it was melancholy to her to reflect how 
improbable it was that she should ever visit “ Oasual City” 
again, and that her farewell to so many kind and affectionate 
new friends was probably for ever. She concluded 
with an extremely interesting account of the visit of 
Aw Matabele chiefs to England to see “the great white 

een.” 

On the motion of Dr. Branson, seconded by Dr. Wrench, 
a very cordial vote of thanks was to Lady Frederick 
Cavendish, who briefly acknowledged the compliment, and 
the meeting ended—sSheffeld and Rotherham Independent. 


MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS. 
To rae Eprror oF “ THe WomeEN’s GAZETTE.” 


Madam,— I have read with great interest the account in 
his week’s copy of the Gazette of the work in York for the 
Municipal elections. The work done there is almost exactly 
what wethave tried to do here in Oxford, and happily here 
with the encouraging result that our Liberal majority has 
increased largely, and that the women are allowed to have 
had a good deal to do with this result. Your contributor’s 
remarks on the need for working all elections on party lines 
seem to me especially valuable, as stating the casein a way 
which will, I believe, prove to many doubters that the doing 
so cannot be helped, that until our ideal world is created we - 
must be content to throw in our lot with those who seems to 
us to be working on the whole for its creation, and do our 
best to raise the standard of our party. 

There are one or two things I should like to suggest to all 
those who may be tempted by your contributor’s account to 
start such a systematic organisation of a town as she des- 
scribes. There is no doubt that only in some such fashion 


" can the work be done well, but it is needful to remember 


that it is not only at the time of election that such methods 
are wanted. The arrangements by which a member of the 
Executive Committee of the Women’s Liberal Association 
should be nsible for each Ward and should have under 
her a few pe workers is just asnecessary all the year round. 
‘Only by these means can notices be delivered punctually 
new members encouraged, old ones roused to some sort 
of exertion, and the women voters looked after so that 
when election time comes the Association will find half its 
work done and the rest easily to be managed. — 

One thing to be remembered is that in all this work the 
ladies who usually form the bulk of the Executive Com- 
mittees have much to learn from the working women in 
their Wards. One gain from our political work has been 
that many of us have learned for the first time how much 
good systematic work has been done for many years past 
by the women who are members of the dissenting congrega- 
tions; work done with such small means as to require the 
most careful organization and the most unwearied self-denial 
to doall that has been done ; and from such workers we can 
learn much, and if they are so good as to allow us to make 
some use of their existing societies may profit much in time 
gained and strength saved. The next thing to remember is 
that no one will care much for any cause unless she has 
made some sacrifice for it. The Ward members should be 
called upon as far as possible to share inthe work of the 

mmittees. 

The girl who has distributed notices or called on voters 
will take far more interest in the Association than she who 
has simply paid her subscription; the woman, rich or poor, 
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who has once lent her ager for a meeting will be worth 

given her guinea and done nothing 
more. Wherever work has to be done, to interest as many 
as possible by giving them some share in it is one of the 
Is not this the 


far more than she who 


most essential of things to be thought of. 
secret of the great success of the Association at Bradford ¢ 


Does not that Association prove that Mrs. Byles was right 


in urging upon us at the Federation meeting of 1888 the 
duty of rousing in all our members the spirit of self- 
sacrifice % 

The last thing I would urge on the consideration of all Com- 
mittees is the care needed not to waste our material. Great 
pains should be taken to allot the work wisely at the first, 
to apportion it so that she who can write or speak should not 
have the time she can give to her Association spent in visit- 


ing, which she probably dislikes, nor the member whose social 
qualities make her a good visitor be tied down to do secre- 


tarial work ; there is something for us all to do, and a certain 
amount of tact and trouble will enable us in time to find the 
right woman for the right place. 

For many of our Associations these suggestions are quite 
needless ; they know their work and do their work far too 


well to require any teaching from me, who indeed am glad to 


learn from them ; but there are others who are only begin- 
ners, and to them the twice-told talemay come with a new 
meaning now that they are making their first attempt both 
to learn and to teach. 
ANNIE BiRKBECK-HILL. 
Oxford, November 24th, 1889. 


—Sa—— 


THE ETHICS OF PUBLIC LIFE. 
fo rHe Eprror or “THE Women’s GazeTTE.” 


Wuitst Mr. Grant Allen, Mrs. Humphrey Ward, and 
other intellectual persons are declaring against women taking 
any part in imperial politics sensible and practical observers 
have come to the conclusion that the mischief, if it isa 
mischief, is already done. It is impossible to prevent 
English women coming into public life. They are there. 
But it may be possible to consider carefully the course they 
should take in this new and bewildering world they have 
entered upon. It may be worth while to formulate and 
arrange the principles likely to be most useful as guides in 
difficult places. I do not for a moment think myself capable 
of marking out such a course or of drawing up such a code ; 
but I do believe that many of us might do something to- 
wards such an end, and being once convinced of the necessity 
of the task being done we should gradually accomplish it by 
each contributing her best. 

For this reason I am anxious to state, as clearly as I can, 
some of the thoughts that have been borne in upon me 
when working myself and watching others work in our 
W.L.A’s. If others will do the same we may gather some 
good thoughts. 

Yours faithfully, 
E. O. 


THE DARLINGTON CONFERENCE. 


'ux Conference held at Darlington on Tuesday, the 19th 
inst., was attended by delegates from all the Women’s 
Liberal Associations of Northumberland, Durham, and, 
Yorkshire butthree. Fifty thoroughly representative women 
most of them officials of the Associations, constituted the 
conclave. The morning sitting in the pleasant room at the 
Trevelyan Hotel was opened by Mrs. Theodore Fry, who 
congratulated those present on the full response to the sum- 
mons which convened the meeting, and who stated that since 
last year’s conference seven new Associations in the northern 
counties had been formed. The remainder of the time was 
occupied with three excellent papers ; one by Mrs. 
Smithson (York), on ‘The desirability of the hearty 
Co-operation of the Women’s Liberal Associations with the 
Men’s Associations, with suggestions for promoting it ;” 
“The desirability of educating boys and girls together from 
infant to adult stage,” by Mrs. MacRoberts (Leeds) ; and on 
“ Canvassing,” by Mrs. David Dale (Darlington). Mrs. 
Smithson foresaw two dangers ahead, first that of becoming 
mere canvassing adjuncts to the Men’s Associations ; and 
second, that of becoming interested merely in women’s ques- 


tions. The idea which she considered desirable was that Men’s 
and Women’s Associations should become thoroughly united, 
co-operating not only in aims but in work and or- 


ganisation. The subsequent discussion turned mainly on 

the results of practical experience as to the working of men 
and women together,and was maintained with great ability by 
Mrs. Leader (Sheffield), Mrs. Wilkinson and Miss Wilkin- 
son (York), Mrs. Spence Watson (Newcastle), Mrs. Cameron 
(Sunderland), Mrs. Fry, Miss Lucas and Miss Graham (Dar- 
jington), Mrs. MacRoberts and Miss Sewell (Whitby). 
Mrs. MacRoberts’s paper on mixed education evoked 
a lively discussion in which many side a were 
thrown on a_ difficult question by Mrs. C (Dar- 
lington), Mrs. Lawton (Hull), Mrs. Kilburn (Bishop 
Auckland), Mrs. Spence Watson, and Miss Wilkinson. 
Most of the speakers feel in the re-adjustments of endow- 
ments for secondary school girls have had scant justice, and 
Mrs. Kilburn, a practical educationalist, lamented that while 
mixed education was making its way in elementary schools 
very few riments in that direction had been made in 
secondary schools. Mrs. Dale’s paper on “ Canvassing ” 
was conceived in a lofty spirit : she insisted on upright deal- 
ing and on due respect for the opinions of those canvassed, 
and urged the necessity of thorough political education for 
the women who took up such work so that they might have 
a solid foundation for their arguments and legitimate in- 
fluence. Ten speakers were called to their feet in exempli- 

fication and extension of Mrs. Dale’s arguments, and Mrs. 
Fry drew especial attention to the vital importance of the 

registration of voters and the useful work that might be done 
by women in regard to it. 

An hour's interval was made at this point when all the 
delegates adjourned to the Mechanics’ Institute, where an 
excellent cold lunch was served. 

On the resumption of the Conference at 2.30 p.m., Mrs. 
Fry led the way with the most important paper of the Con- 
ference on “ Women’s Suffrage in relation to the Women’s 
Liberal Federation.” Itwas an able summing-up of the 


arguments against including the suffrage in the compulsorv 
programme of the Federation, and was listened to with deep 
attention. i 
sion which followed was noteworthy in many particulars, 
chief among these being the fact that every woman in the 
room was evidently a strong supporter of the franchise being 
granted to women. 
ford), Mrs. Dale, Mrs. Smithson, Mrs. MacRoberts,and Miss 


It will be found in another column. The discus- 


After comments from Mrs. Byles (Brad- 


Wilkinson, the following resolution was proposed by Mrs. 
Illingworth (Bradford), seconded by Mrs. Spence Watson, 
and carried with two dissentients, Miss Graham and Mrs. 
MacRoberts : “ That this Conference considers it unwise to 
frame a fixed programme for the Women’s Liberal Federa- 
tion, or in any way tolimit the objects to which it would be 
n for each federated Association to adhere.” A 
thoughtful and suggestive paper by Mrs. James Taylor (Mid- 
dlesborough) succeeded on “The importance of interesting 
our girlsin politics,” which was spoken to by Mrs. Kilburn, 
Miss Sewell, Miss Wilkinson, Mrs. Muff (Bradford), Mrs. 
Leader, Mrs. Lawton, Mrs. Illingworth, Mrs. Cameron, and 
Mrs. Byles. Mrs. Nettleton’s paper (Doncaster), which 
should have followed this, was withheld on account of the 
writer’s unfortunate absence through illness, but the subject, 
“¢ Liberal work in country districts,” was discussed by Mrs. 
Kilburn, Miss Nicholson (Morpeth), Mrs. Taylor, Miss 
Graham, Mrs. Sanderson (Middlesbro’), and Miss Hopkins 
(Scarbro’). Miss Hopkins’s own good paper on “ Entertain- 
ments and social gatherings ” was next on the programme, 
which was concluded by Mrs. Byles reading the following 
appeal from the Editor of this Journal :— 

“T wish I could have come to Darlington to say a few 
words about owr paper—The Women’s Gazette. To ensure 
its success we only need to feel that it is really owr paper, 
belonging to all of us, speaking our opinions, reporting what 
we do, giving a fair chance to every worker to tell her fellow 
workers what she is learning and what she is thinking. 

“ T have had letters lately from many valued friends of 
women’s work in Liberalism—from Lord Aberdeen, who 
speaks also for his wife lying onher sick bed ;from our good 
friend, Mrs. H. G. Reid, of Warley Hall ; from Secretaries 
and Presidents from every part of the country saying they 
are pleased with our Gazette and think it willdogood. But 
it can do nothing unless you circulate it. I am willing to 
devote time and energy if you will help me by asking your 
friends and members to read and buy it. I will do my utmost 
to be perfectly fair in giving every one an opportunity of 
having their say on every disputed point, and in making the 
paper really interesting and readable, if you on your side 
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will point out to Liberal women that it istheir duty to buy 
the paper and make it known. 

‘The circulation is rapidly increasing,but it ought tobe much 
greater than it is. We ought to make owr own paper not 
only a source of education but a source of wealth. I appeal 
to you—Liberal workers in the Northern Counties—to make 
a great effort and a great success.” 

Several members responded heartily to this appeal, and 

satisfaction was expressed at the development of the 
Gazette, and the large increase in its circulation. Mrs. Byles 
urged that while it was very valuable for Women’s Liberal 
Associations to make the Gazette known in thefirst instance 
by distributing it among their own members, that at the 
same time it must not be overlooked that a permanent cir- 
culation could best be assured by enlisting the sympathies 
of local newsvendors and making it worth their while tonurse 
it and extend it. 

The sitting was closed after a hearty vote of thanks 
to Mrs. Fry and the Darlington Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion had been for the admirable arrangements, 
and for the kindly hospitality offered to the guests. The 
papers read will appear, one by one, as space can be found 
in these columns. 

In the evening a public meeting was held inthe Mechanics’ 
Institute, gaily decorated with flags and flowers for the oc- 
casion, over which Mrs. Fry also presided. A large audience 
of men and women gathered,and the political earnestness was 
apparent in many ways. The English men and women on the 
platform were supported by the local President and some 
members of the Irish National League, and these gentlemen 
gave ready assistance in the sale of the Gazette and Father 
McFadden’s pamphlet at the doors. Lady Milbank, who is 
a rare but very welcome speaker on our platforms, de- 
livered an address remarkable for the depth and 
breadth of its political convictions, and for its high-minded- 
ness. Mr. Theodore Fry, M.P., spoke with much feeling 
of his recent experiences at the Maryborough trials, and the 
other speakers, Mrs. Smithson, Mrs. Spence Watson, Mrs. 
Dale, Mrs. Byles, Miss Hopkins, Mrs. Hodgkin, &c., dealt 
some with various as of women’s political work and 
some with phases of the Irish Question. It was a fruitful, if 
fatiguing day, but the good fruits of such days far outweigh 
the labours of gathering them. 


RELATION OF THE WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERA- 
TION TO THE SUFFRAGE QUESTION. 


Paper READ BY Mrs. THEODORE FRy aT THE DARLINGTON 
CoNFERENCE. 

Ir gives me much pleasure to have this opportunity of ad- 

ing you on a question of considerable importance to the 

Women’s Liberal Federation, and one which we can better 

discuss when meeting in a conclave of the present character 

than in the large council meetings in London. At those 


times the arguments on both sides sometimes wax so warm, 


that there appears to be a danger of forgetting what is the 
real object of them ; and of delegates almost feeling that it 
is a question of for or against the Suffrage, which is by no 
means the case; the real point at issue being, shall the 
Women’s Liberal Federation make “ the enfranchisement of 
women” one of the essential objects, and therefore necessary 
for all to agree to. I have always desisted from saying many 
words on this subject on occasions when you have so kindly 
honoured me with the position of President, having been, 
I may say, painfully anxious that both views should have 
thoroughly fair play, and that necessary discussion should 
not be stopped. It is always of the greatest consequence to 
maintain this right of free speech, and that every important 
question should have had the most thorough ventilation. 
But I have also thought that if our Associations could care- 
fully consider this matter so that fewer speeches were needful 
at the Council, more time would be left for the practical 
business of these short meetings. Allow me again to remind 
you that we have not now to discuss our individual 
approval of the Women’s Suffrage movement. There 
can be little doubt that if the members of our 
Federation were polled, a very large majority would be 
strong advocates of this, and I know that some of my 
friends in this room, and many others who cannot yet see 
their way to its being made an object of the Federation 
sometimes feel that their reasons may be misconstrued, and 
that it may be forgotten that they have worked diligently 
for the Suffrage long before the Women’s Liberal Federa- 
tion sprang into existence. Let us for a moment consider 
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the basis of this Federation which has been carefully formed 
to be as widely inclusive as possible. In the second avowed 
object, “‘to promote just legislation for women and 

the interests of children,” I think all may read between the 
lines, and if they think Women’s Suffrage desirable they 
may include the enfranchisement of women. You will also 
observe that no special object has been singled out. 


Directly such is attempted we tread upon dangerous ground 
and risk great diversity of opinion. I have been asked why 


Home Rule, Temperance Legislation, Free Education, and 
other measures of which we may i= more fairly than of 
the Suffrage movement as on the Liberal programme, were 
not named. My answer has always been that “the less is 
included in the greater,” and in advocating Liberal 
principles we desire to advocate every movement which we 
believe to be for the progress and welfare of mankind, and 
which we also believe will be more actively forwarded by 
the Liberal than by the Conservative party. A strong and 
almost conclusive argument against our especially singling 
out Women’s Franchise is that it has never lps Sa 
in any degree a uestion. If you wish to prove thi 

note the sda 9 SE in the camp: Miss Becker is an 

ardent Conservative, leading one party; Miss Balgarnie, I 

believe, equally devoted to Liberal principles, Secretary for 

another ; and both these ladies pledged never to mix party 
politics with their official work. The new Franchise 

Societies have for their leaders men and women holding 

diametrically opposite political views. If we want further 

proof of this view of the question I would refer you to Mrs. 

Fawcett’s letter to the women of Brighton. 

I am not here intending to enter on the question as to 
how far the enfranchisement of women would benefit either 
political party. If it be a right movement this ought not to 
be a consideration ; but such a consideration makes it very 
important how far we are educating the women of England 
to prepare them for such power being vested in their hands, 
and I maintain that our Federation is as actively doing this 
as if it were pledged tothe movement itself. 

I own it is difficult to see exactly what the Suffrage 
question would gain by our official recognition ; there 
would, no doubt, be a kind of nominal strength in the 
adherence given by such an important body as the Women’s 
Liberal Federation, but in my own opinion the unseen loss 
would be infinitely greater than the apparent gain. 

May I ask you for a little time to look upon the effect on 
our Federation. It seems to me that in this matter we asa 
body have all to lose and nothing to gain. If we adopt this 
object the first question would be, To what measure of 

enfranchisement do we give adherence? And at present 
this would bean exceedingly difficult one to answer, as 
three great divisions exist in the Suffrage Camp, viz., 
The Central Committee for Women’s Suffrage, 
Mrs. Fawcett and Miss Becker ; wishing to confine the 
Suffrage to women ratepayers who are widows or 
spinsters. 

The new Women’s Franchise League, of which Mrs. Fen- 
wick Miller, Mrs. Wolstenholme-Elmy, and Mrs. 
Scatcherd are leaders, who will hear of no measure 
which does not include married women. While the 
third and largest Society, 

The Central Society, where Mrs. Morrison, Miss Balgarnie, 
and several members of our own Executive are leading 
spirits, try to hold a sort of mean between the two 
views, with a strong leaning to the enfranchisement of 
married women. 

Under these circumstances it would baffle any council 
meeting to define a platform on which we could unite, and 
you will clearly see we should really step into a labyrinth 
from which it would be most difficult to extricate ourselves. 

Another difficulty also appears to be that in all our 
Associations we have qualifications for membership sometimes 
printed on cards. Are we then prepared to restrict that 
membership to those who already are advocates of the 
Suffrage ? In doing so we should really killa great amount of 
life in our Federation, and we should to some extent 
expunge the very important object III., “to advance 
political education,” because we should confine our member- 
ship to a class of women who are to a certain extent 
politically educated. This must be the outcome of such an 
“object,” for how can we expect anyone to become a 
member of a Society and make a mental reservation for one 
of its principal clauses. When you sign the Temperance 
Pledge, do any of you mentally omit the words. “to dis- 
courage the use of intoxicating drinks?” I think it would 
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be a parallel case for women averse to the Suffrage move- 
ment or unacquainted with it to become our members 
under such conditions, to admitting into your Temperance 
Societies women who only sign a part of the pledge. 
‘Let us also remember the perfect freedom which is allowed 
to every individual Association to on its own work in 
its own way. If an Association should consider that it 
would advance the Liberal cause te induce everyone of its 
members to become an advocate of Women’s Suffrage and 

ially to obtain lecturers on this question, there is 
nothing whatever to prevent the free exercise of this 
prerogative. Asa matter of fact, Women’s Suffrage is on the 
p e of several federated Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tions (Bristol, Southport, Winchester, and many others). 
Several Women’s Liberal Associations have affiliated wit. 
the Central National Society for Women’s Suffrage, and 
many Women’s Liberal Associations provide lecturers on 
Women’s Suffrage for their members, and petition M.P.’s 
in favour of it. They are right enough if they find this 
course approved by their members, but it does not bind the 
whole Federation. 

You will observe that the a ai as well as all 
m: , apply to making belief in Women’s Suffrage an 
“en tf the Federation itself. Where this is done by 
existing Associations they take upon themselves the risk of 
all difficulties in their localities and leave those who do not 
unite the opportunity of becoming associated members of 
the Federation at , but not of Associations having 
printed opinions in which they cannot unite. 

Again, how would such an addition to our objects affect 
those who have already joined us and who do not yet see 
their way to granting women Parliamentary Suffrage ? 
Certainly they would have a perfect right to withdraw from 
us, and this would, I am sure, cause a very serious defection. 
It would be a defection, not of numerical strength alone, but 
of political power. Possibly some of you will answer that 
women who do not see with us on this vital question are not 
worthy of uniting with us in political work. This is a most 
narrow-minded view, but I am bound to say it is one which 
has been suggested to me. The very object of our Federa- 
tion is to draw in these women so that they may gradually 
become more interested in every question which benefits 
womenkind and mankind. How is education to be advanced 
by the exclusion of those who are not yet fully enlightened? 

Then, again, I am met by the opinion that a Women’s 
Federation is practically useless until women have the vote. 
To this I would reply that we have formed the Federation 
on existing conditions of law. We could not afford to wait 
until the advocates of Women’s Suffrage had carried their 
measure, and we have abundantly proved, by the value of 
our work, that it would have been most unwise to have 
allowed such a delay. We are at present educating a class 
whom the Suffrage movement does not reach, and whose 
interest in politics, and whose connection with earnest, 
intelligent, and yet judicious women workers,.will induce 
themselves and the nation to look more favourably upon the 
capability of women to discharge the duty of voters. Shall 
we not, as a united Federation, persevere in this course, 
endeavouring to spread political life and light in every 
sphere that is possible for us to reach, working in harmony 
with all who seek the good and the enlightenment of 
mankind. 

We gladly realize that the advocates of Women’s Suffrage, 
our Temperance friends, and other social reformers, have 
very enlightened and powerful organizations, sufficient to 
cirry their purposes to a successful issue, which can work 
most harmoniously with our own without that amalgamation 
which might tend to fetter usefulness and prevent extension. 
The time may come when there will be more unanimity of 

thought. Let us then persevere in the great cause set 
before us, realizing the unity of all earnest workers and the 
liberty of individual thought. 


WOMEN’S LIBERAL FEDERATION. 
23, QUEEN ANNE’s Gate, S8.W. 
Notice To SECRETARIES.—The Editor deeply regrets that 


in the present special number it has been necessary to cut 
down reports to mere announcements. 


BEDFORD.—November 19th, Mrs. Moberly in the 
chair. Large attendance. Mrs. Bateson, of Cambridge, 
and local speakers. 


BINGLEY.—November 23rd, Mr. Walbank and after. 
wards Mr. Crabtree in the chair, Miss Orme on Ireland. 

BLACKPOOL.—Held over. 

CHURCOH.—November 16th, Mrs. Leese in the chair. 
Political addresses. 

CROYDON.—Sovrz Warp. November 19th, Miss 
Grover on “ An Eight Hours’ Day."—Wesr Warp. Nov. 
29th, public meeting, Miss Aubrey in the chair. 

Sour Norwoop Warp.—November 22nd, Mrs. Grim- 
wade in the chair. Address by J. L. Carew, M.P. 


GLASGOW.—November 21st, first annual meeting. 
Lady Trevelyan in the chair. Report read and adopted. 

Brivceton Division.—November 19th, for formation of 
new Association. Lady Trevelyan in the chair and elected 
President. Sixty members enrolled. Vice-Presidents and 
Executive Committee elected. 


GOSPORT AND ALVERSTOKE.—November 7th, B. 
Nicholson, Esq., in the chair. Political addresses and 
entertainment. Good attendance. 


HANLEY.—Great public meeting, November 21st, Sir 
William Harcourt and Lady Sandhurst. The latter met 
several ladies during the afternoon with the object of form- 
ing a Women’s Liberal Association. 

HUDDERSFIELD.—Nov. 18, Mrs. Woodhead in the 
chair. Good attendance. Among the speakers were the 
Marquis of Ripon and Lady Sandhurst. 

HULL AND EAST RIDING.—November 19th, Mr. 
Moorby in the chair. A paper by the Rev. J. Bell, on 
‘“‘ Are we a Prosperous People ?” was read. 


ILKESTON.—November 6th, Soirée under the joint 
auspices of Women’s Liberal Association and the Ilkeston 
Liberal Association. Large attendance and very successful, 
A good programme of political lectures has been arranged. jj 

LIVERPOOL.—Nov. 19th, Mrs. R. D. Holt in the 
chair. Subject, “ Women’s Suffrage.” Large attendance. 

MIDDLESBOROUGH.—November 18th, Mrs. James 
Taylor in the chair. A very fair attendance ; subject, 
Women’s Work in Liberal Politics. 


NORTH ISLINGTON.—The Executive Committee has 
recently passed a unanimous resolution expressing their 
deep sympathy with Lady Aberdeen in her enforced with- 
drawal from work in the Liberal cause, and their hopes of 
her speedy return. 


NORWICH.—November 20th, public meeting. Miss 
Colman in the chair. ‘“ Union amongst Women,” by Miss 
Page. 

PLYMOUTH.—Nov. 8th, splendid demonstration under 
joint auspices of Women’s Liberal Association and Plymouth 
Radical Association to welcome Mr. Conybeare,M.P. Miss 
Frances Latimer in the chair. Hundreds turned from the 
doors. 


STALEYBRIDGE AND DUKINFIELD.—November 
21st, Miss Lindsay in the chair. Address on “Some Laws 
we should all consider,” by Mrs. Alice Scatcherd. 


STOCKPORT. — November 21st, annual meeting 
Report read and adopted. 


WOLVERHAMPTON.—Nov. 19, Lady Plowden in 
the chair. Miss Cobden was unavoidably absent from indis- 
position, and Miss Conybeare took her place. 


Women’s Trades’ Unions Provident League, Founded 15 
years ago by the late Mrs. Paterson, has for its object the 
organization of Unions among working-women in their 
several trades, for the protection of their interests and 
for their maintenance in times of sickness and out-of-work. 

There are already about 7,450 members in these Unions 
which when once started are self-supporting. 

The expenses of organizing the Unions are, however, con- 
siderable, and the League greatly desires aid in extending 
them throughout the Kingdom. 

Fiorence Routiepce, Hon. Sec. 
Emrnia A. Horyoake, Aasist. Sec. 
May E. AsraHam, Hon. Treas. 
Offices of the League :— 
Industrial Hall, Clark’s Buildings ; 
Broad Street, Bloomsbury, London, 


[Apvr. ] 
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aeTOCKS. SHARES, BONDS, and ANNUITIES 


— angRaN CIS RAVENSCROFT, Manager. 
s Annual 
The ere c Building ema am 


TO ecuaHiae A HOUSE FOR 
HS GUINEAS PER MONTH, OR A PLOT 
OF LAND FOR FIVE SHILLING PER peel 
with immediate pussession. Apply at at the Office o: 

FREEHOLD LAND 
ee BIRKBECK ergsery io pose he a full par 
ticulars, and may be bea on lication te to 
FRANCI 8 HAVENSCKOP , Manager. 
Southampton eiidings Chancery La 


THE GIFT BOOK OF THE 
SEASON. 


ANNIE §, SWAN'S NEW STORY, 


Now Reapy, Price 6g., Handsomel 
bound, gilt top, with Frontispiece, J 


SHEILA 


By ANNIE 8. SWAN, 
Author of “ Twice Tried,” “ Across Her 
Path,” de. 

‘The book is replete with well-written 
descriptions of Scottish life and —n 
scenery, and the Los ae is =e develo; 
—Manchester Hxami 
“Tt H ddaoh a capital pictare of Highland 
life. ere is a a power about 
the story which oka ae quite worth read- 
ing by adults as well as by youths and 


maidens, anywhere and in any class of life.” 
—School Board Chronicle. 


BOOKS by ANNIE 8. SWAN. 


ee ng * Carlowrie,” ‘ Aldersyde,’ ‘ Bits 
from Blinkbonny,' fy Glenairlie, * the writer 

of ‘The Old Saloon’ in Blackwood says they 
lesen to run into almost as many editions as 
French novels, thereby proving themselves to 
have reac! the sonasa of books which 
yocule buy end net merely hire from a library.” 


JUST OUT. TWENTIETH THOUSAND. 


Twice Tried. New Edition, 


with Frontispiece, cloth, 1s. 6d. ; paper 
covers, ls. 


Across Her Path. New 
Edition, with Frontispiece, ls. 6d.; paper 
covers, ls. 


Aldersyde: A Border Story 
of Seventy Years Ago. New Edition, 
with Six Illustrations, 3s. 6d. 

Cheap Edition, without Illustrations, 

Popul r Se ies Editi 

opular Series ition, paper 
boards, 2s. 


Carlowrie; ; or, Among Lo- 
thian Folk. New Edition, with Six 
Original Illustrations, 3s. 6d. 

heaper Edition, without Illustra- 
tions, 2s. 6d.; paper boards, 2s. 


Doris Cheyne: The Story 
of a Noble Life. With numerous Illus- 
hare of the English Lake District, 


The Gates of Eden: A 


Story of Endeavour. New Edition, with 
Portrait of the Author by Faxp, 5a, 


Briar and Palm: A Study 


of Circumstance and Influence. New 
Edition, with Six Original Ilustrations, 
5s. 


St. Veda’s; or, The Pear! of 


Orr’s Haven. With Frontispiece, 5s. 


Hazell & Sons, Brewers. 
New Edition, Illustrated, 2s. 6d. 


Ursula Vivian, The Sister. 
Mother. New Edition, Illustrated, 2a. 6d. 
Cheaper Edition, cloth, ls. 6d. ; paper 
covers, ls. 


A Divided House. New 
Edition, Illustrated, 28. 6d. Chea - 
Edition, cloth, 1s, 6d. ; paper covers, 

Oliphan’s POPULAR SHILLING SERIES 

contains T'welve Additional Works by Annie 
S. Swan. Complete List Post Free. Over 
300,000 volumes sold. 


LONDON: 24, OLO BAILEY, E.C., & EDINBURGH 


November 30, 1889, 


(pe Placer MOST DURABLE 
TOWLE SOAP, 
HENCE THE BEST & CHEAPEST. 


| Mame. MARIE ROZE MAPLESON. Mrs. LANGTRY. 


Mdme. ADELINA PATTI. 
‘‘T have found it matchless for the ‘‘ For preserving the complexion, keeping the ‘‘T have much pleasure in stating that I have 
hands and es skin soft, free from redness and roughness, and | used your Soap for some time, and prefer it to 
the hands in nice condition, it is the finest Soap | any other.” (Signed) 
vA DELIN A ie in the world.” (Signed) MARIE ROZE. LILLIE LANGTRY, 


Is SOLD EVERYWHERE in Tablets at 1/- each. Larger Sizes, 1/6 
= le (The 2/6 Tablet is perfumed with Otto of Roses). A smaller 
Tablet, unscented, is sold at 6d. ; but insist on having PEARS’, as 
vilely injurious imitations are often substituted for extra gain. 
SE EE ee a 
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